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In ornithology, the facial disc is the concave collection of feathers on the face of some birds—most notably
owls—surrounding the eyes. The concavity of the facial disc forms a circular paraboloid that collects sound
waves and directs those waves towards the bird's ears. The feathers making up this disc can be adjusted by
the bird to alter the focal length of this sound collector, enabling the bird to focus at different distances and
allowing it to locate prey by sound alone under snow, grass, and plant cover.

Other bird species, such as harriers, have less prominent facial discs. In harriers, the related term facial ruff
refers to feathers around the neck that are raised in response to noise, essentially enlarging the facial disc and
improving hearing.

The barn owl has the most visually prominent...
Glossary of bird terms

Essential Ornithology. Oxford University Press. ISBN 978-0-19-856997-8. Sibley, David; et al. (2001). The
Sibley Guide to Bird Life &amp; Behaviour. London:

The following is a glossary of common English language terms used in the description of birds—warm-blooded
vertebrates of the class Aves and the only living dinosaurs. Birds, who have feathers and the ability to fly
(except for the approximately 60 extant species of flightless birds), are toothless, have beaked jaws, lay hard-
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shelled eggs, and have a high metabolic rate, a four-chambered heart, and a strong yet lightweight skeleton.

Among other details such as size, proportions and shape, terms defining bird features developed and are used
to describe features unique to the class—especially evolutionary adaptations that developed to aid flight.
There are, for example, numerous terms describing the complex structural makeup of feathers (e.g., barbules,
rachides and vanes); types of feathers...

Bird

species of aquatic environments, particularly seabirds and some waterbirds, have further evolved for
swimming. The study of birds is called ornithology. Birds

Birds are a group of warm-blooded vertebrates constituting the class Aves, characterised by feathers,
toothless beaked jaws, the laying of hard-shelled eggs, a high metabolic rate, a four-chambered heart, and a
strong yet lightweight skeleton. Birds live worldwide and range in size from the 5.5 cm (2.2 in) bee
hummingbird to the 2.8 m (9 ft 2 in) common ostrich. There are over 11,000 living species and they are split
into 44 orders. More than half are passerine or "perching" birds. Birds have wings whose development varies
according to species; the only known groups without wings are the extinct moa and elephant birds. Wings,
which are modified forelimbs, gave birds the ability to fly, although further evolution has led to the loss of
flight in some birds, including ratites, penguins, and diverse...

Black-necked stork

placed in the genus Xenorhynchus based on morphology. Based on behavioural similarities, Kahl suggested
the placement of the species in the genus Ephippiorhynchus

The black-necked stork (Ephippiorhynchus asiaticus) is a tall long-necked wading bird in the stork family. It is
a resident species across the Indian Subcontinent and Southeast Asia with a disjunct population in Australia. It
lives in wetland habitats and near fields of certain crops such as rice and wheat where it forages for a wide
range of animal prey. Adult birds of both sexes have a heavy bill and are patterned in white and irridescent
blacks, but the sexes differ in the colour of the iris with females sporting yellow irises and males having dark-
coloured irises. In Australia, it is known as a jabiru although that name refers to a stork species found in the

Harriers Of The World Their Behaviour And Ecology Oxford Ornithology Series

2



Harriers Of The World Their Behaviour And Ecology Oxford Ornithology Series

Americas. It is one of the few storks that are strongly territorial when feeding and breeding.
Mallard

for Ornithology. ISBN 9780903793025. Boere, G. C.; Galbraith, Colin A.; Stroud, David A. (2006). Waterbirds
Around the World: A Global Overview of the Conservation

The mallard () or wild duck (Anas platyrhynchos) is a dabbling duck that breeds throughout the temperate and
subtropical Americas, Eurasia, and North Africa. It has been introduced to New Zealand, Australia, Peru,
Brazil, Uruguay, Argentina, Chile, Colombia, the Falkland Islands, and South Africa. Belonging to the
subfamily Anatinae of the waterfowl family Anatidae, mallards live in wetlands, eat water plants and small
animals, and are social animals preferring to congregate in groups or flocks of varying sizes.

Males (drakes) have green heads, while the females (hens) have mainly brown-speckled plumage. Both sexes
have an area of white-bordered black or iridescent purple or blue feathers called a speculum on their wings;
males especially tend to have blue speculum feathers. The mallard is...

Wedge-tailed eagle

Field Ornithology, 33, 217-221. Debus, S. J., Bauer, A. L., &amp; Mitchell, G. I. (2017). Breeding biology,
behaviour and foraging ecology of the Black Falcon

The wedge-tailed eagle (Aquila audax) also known as the eaglehawk, is the largest bird of prey in the
continent of Australia. It is also found in southern New Guinea to the north and is distributed as far south as
the state of Tasmania. Adults of the species have long, broad wings, fully feathered legs, an unmistakable
wedge-shaped tail, an elongated upper mandible, a strong beak and powerful feet. The wedge-tailed eagle is
one of 12 species of large, predominantly dark-coloured booted eagles in the genus Aquila found worldwide.
Genetic research has clearly indicated that the wedge-tailed eagle is fairly closely related to other, generally
large members of the Aquila genus. A large brown-to-black bird of prey, it has a maximum reported wingspan
of 2.84 m (9 ft 4 in) and a length of up to 1...

White-bellied sea eagle
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and ecology, their genetic divergence of 0.3% indicates that the ancestors of the two forms might have
diverged as recently as 150,000 years ago. The

The white-bellied sea eagle (Icthyophaga leucogaster), also known as the white-breasted sea eagle, is a large
diurnal bird of prey in the family Accipitridae. Originally described by Johann Friedrich Gmelin in 1788, it is
closely related to Sanford's sea eagle of the Solomon Islands, and the two are considered a superspecies. A
distinctive bird, the adult white-bellied sea eagle has a white head, breast, under-wing coverts and tail. The
upper parts are grey and the black under-wing flight feathers contrast with the white coverts. The tail is short
and wedge-shaped as in all Haliaeetinae species. Like many raptors, the female is larger than the male, and
can measure up to 90 cm (35 in) long with a wingspan of up to 2.2 m (7.2 ft), and weigh 4.5 kg (9.9 1b).
Immature birds have brown plumage...

Eurasian goshawk

buzzards and harriers. It was formerly placed in the genus Accipiter. It is a widespread species that inhabits
many of the temperate parts of Eurasia.

The Eurasian goshawk (; Astur gentilis) is a species of medium-large bird of prey in the family Accipitridae, a
family which also includes other extant diurnal raptors, such as eagles, buzzards and harriers. It was formerly
placed in the genus Accipiter. It is a widespread species that inhabits many of the temperate parts of Eurasia.
Except in a small portion of southern Asia, it is the only species of "goshawk" in its range and it is thus often
referred to, both officially and unofficially, as simply goshawk. It is mainly resident, but birds from colder
regions migrate south for the winter. As of 2023, goshawks found in North America are no longer considered
be conspecific, but are now designated as the American goshawk (Astur atricapillus).

Steppe eagle

Montagu&#039;s harrier (Circus pygargus) and western marsh harriers (Circus aeruginosus) among others
were robbed of their catches as well as spotted and even tawny

The Steppe eagle (Aquila nipalensis) is a large bird of prey. Like all eagles, it belongs to the family
Accipitridae. The steppe eagle's well-feathered legs illustrate it to be a member of the subfamily Aquilinae,

Harriers Of The World Their Behaviour And Ecology Oxford Ornithology Series

4



Harriers Of The World Their Behaviour And Ecology Oxford Ornithology Series

also known as the "Booted eagles". This species was once considered to be closely related to the sedentary
tawny eagle (Aquila rapax) and the two forms have previously been treated as conspecific. They were split
based on pronounced differences in morphology and anatomy; two molecular studies, each based on a very
small number of genes, indicate that the species are distinct but disagree over how closely related they are.

The Steppe eagle is in many ways a peculiar species of eagle. It is a specialized predator of ground squirrels
on the breeding ground, also taking other rather...

Crested serpent eagle

1.0. In Birds of the World (J. del Hoyo, A. Elliott, J. Sargatal, D. A. Christie, and E. de Juana, Editors). Cornell
Lab of Ornithology, Ithaca, NY, USA

The crested serpent eagle (Spilornis cheela) is a medium-sized bird of prey that is found in forested habitats
across tropical Asia. Within its widespread range across the Indian Subcontinent, Southeast Asia and East
Asia, there are considerable variations and some authorities prefer to treat several of its subspecies as
completely separate species. In the past, several species including the Philippine serpent eagle (S. holospila),
Andaman serpent eagle (S. elgini) and South Nicobar serpent eagle (S. klossi) were treated as subspecies of
the Crested serpent eagle. All members within the species complex have a large looking head with long
feathers on the back of the head giving them a maned and crested appearance. The face is bare and yellow
joining up with the ceres while the powerful feet...
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