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Palliative care (from Latin root palliare "to cloak") is an interdisciplinary medical care-giving
approach aimed at optimizing quality of life and mitigating or reducing suffering among people
with serious, complex, and often terminal illnesses. Many definitions of palliative care exist.

The World Health Organization (WHO) describes palliative care as:

[A]n approach that improves the quality of life of patients and their families facing the problem
associated with life-threatening illness, through the prevention and relief of suffering by means
of early identification and impeccable assessment and treatment of pain and other problems,
physical, psychosocial, and spiritual. Since the 1990s, many palliative care programs involved
a disease-specific approach. However, as the field developed...
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End-of-life care is health care provided in the time leading up to a person's death. End-of-life
care can be provided in the hours, days, or months before a person dies and encompasses
care and support for a person's mental and emotional needs, physical comfort, spiritual needs,
and practical tasks.

End-of-life care is most commonly provided at home, in the hospital, or in a long-term care
facility with care being provided by family members, nurses, social workers, physicians, and
other support staff. Facilities may also have palliative or hospice care teams that will provide
end-of-life care services. Decisions about end-of-life care are often informed by medical,
financial and ethical considerations.

In most developed countries, medical spending on people in the last twelve months of life...

Hospice Palliative Care Ontario
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palliative care to terminal patients in the province of Ontario

Hospice Palliative Care Ontario (HPCO) is an organization whose members provide end-of-life
palliative care to terminal patients in the province of Ontario, Canada. It is the result of an
April 2011 merger of the Hospice Association of Ontario (HOA) and the Ontario Palliative Care
Association (OPCA). It is one of twelve primary care practitioner units participating in the
development of advance care planning in Canada led by the Canadian Hospice Palliative Care
Association and partly funded by the Canadian Institutes of Health Research.

End-of-Life Nursing Education Consortium

The End-of-Life Nursing Education Consortium (ELNEC) project is a national education initiative
whose mission is to improve palliative care. The project

The End-of-Life Nursing Education Consortium (ELNEC) project is a national education initiative
whose mission is to improve palliative care. The project provides an undergraduate and
graduate nursing faculty, CE providers, staff development educators, specialty nurses in
pediatrics, oncology, critical care, and geriatrics, and other nurses with training in palliative
care so they can teach this information to nursing students and practicing nurses. ELNEC is a
partnership between the American Association of Colleges of Nursing (AACN), Washington, DC
and the City of Hope, Duarte, CA. The project provides undergraduate and graduate nursing
faculty, CE providers, staff development educators, specialty nurses in pediatrics, oncology,
critical care, and geriatrics, and other nurses with palliative...
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The Liverpool Care Pathway for the Dying Patient (LCP) was a care pathway in the United
Kingdom (excluding Wales) covering palliative care options for patients in the final days or
hours of life. It was developed to help doctors and nurses provide quality end-of-life care, to
transfer quality end-of-life care from the hospice to hospital setting. The LCP is no longer in
routine use after public concerns regarding its nature. Alternative methodologies for advance
care planning are now in place to ensure patients are able to have dignity in their final hours of
life. Hospitals were also provided cash incentives to achieve targets for the number of patients
placed on the LCP.

The Liverpool Care Pathway was developed by Royal Liverpool University Hospital and the
Marie Curie Palliative Care Institute...

Hospice care in the United States

according to the National Hospice and Palliative Care Organization (NHPCO). According to
2007&#039;s Last Rights: Rescuing the End of Life from the Medical System
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In the United States, hospice care is a type and philosophy of end-of-life care which focuses on
the palliation of a terminally ill patient's symptoms. These symptoms can be physical,
emotional, spiritual, or social in nature. The concept of hospice as a place to treat the
incurably ill has been evolving since the 11th century. Hospice care was introduced to the
United States in the 1970s in response to the work of Cicely Saunders in the United Kingdom.
This part of health care has expanded as people face a variety of issues with terminal illness.
In the United States, it is distinguished by extensive use of volunteers and a greater emphasis
on the patient's psychological needs in coming to terms with dying.

Under hospice, medical and social services are supplied to patients and their families...

Quality of life (healthcare)

By having a quality of life measure, we are able to evaluate early palliative care and see its
value in terms of improving quality of care, reduced aggressive

In healthcare, quality of life is an assessment of how the individual's well-being may be
affected over time by a disease, disability or disorder.

Hospice
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Hospice care is a type of health care that focuses on the palliation of a terminally ill patient's
pain and symptoms and attending to their emotional and spiritual needs at the end of life.
Hospice care prioritizes comfort and quality of life by reducing pain and suffering. Hospice care
provides an alternative to therapies focused on life-prolonging measures that may be arduous,
likely to cause more symptoms, or are not aligned with a person's goals.

Hospice care in the United States is largely defined by the practices of the Medicare system
and other health insurance providers, which cover inpatient or at-home hospice care for
patients with terminal diseases who are estimated to live six months or less. Hospice care
under the Medicare Hospice Benefit requires documentation from two physicians...

Philosophy of healthcare

a patient nears the end of his life, it is more comforting to be in a private home-like setting
instead of a hospital. Palliative care has generally been

The philosophy of healthcare is the study of the ethics, processes, and people which constitute
the maintenance of health for human beings. For the most part, however, the philosophy of
healthcare is best approached as an indelible component of human social structures. That is,
the societal institution of healthcare can be seen as a necessary phenomenon of human
civilization whereby an individual continually seeks to improve, mend, and alter the overall
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nature and quality of their life. This perennial concern is especially prominent in modern
political liberalism, wherein health has been understood as the foundational good necessary
for public life.

The philosophy of healthcare is primarily concerned with the following elemental questions:

Who requires and/or deserves healthcare? Is healthcare...

Person-centered care

outpatient settings, emergency care, palliative care as well as in rehabilitation. The concept of
person-centered care can be distinguished from a traditional

In health care, person-centered care is a practice in which patients actively participate in their
own medical treatment in close cooperation with their health professionals. Sometimes,
relatives may be involved in the creation of the patient’s health plan. The person-centered
model of health care is used both for in and outpatient settings, emergency care, palliative
care as well as in rehabilitation.
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