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John Sinclair Morrison (15 June 1913 - 25 October 2000) was an English classicist
whose work led to the reconstruction of an Athenian Trireme, an ancient oared
warship.

From Lindfield, Sussex, Morrison was educated at Charterhouse and Trinity College,
Cambridge. He was professor of Greek and head of the classics department at the
University of Durham from 1945 to 1950. He was a Tutor at Trinity from 1950 to
1960, then vice-master of Churchill College, from 1960 to 1965.when he became the
first President of University College, later renamed Wolfson College.

He was considered an expert on the Greek trireme, the oared warship of the
Athenian classical golden age, and is best known as one of the founders in 1982,
with Charles Willink, another classics teacher, John Coates, a naval architect, and...

Trireme

John F.; Rankov, N. Boris (2000). The Athenian Trireme: The History and construction
of an ancient Greek warship (2nd ed.). Cambridge University Press

A trireme ( TRY-reem; from Latin triremis 'with three banks of oars'; cf. Ancient
Greek: Tpipnc, romanized: triérés, lit. 'three-rower') was an ancient vessel and a
type of galley that was used by the ancient maritime civilizations of the
Mediterranean Sea, especially the Phoenicians, ancient Greeks and Romans.

The trireme derives its name from its three rows of oars, manned with one man per
oar. The early trireme was a development of the penteconter, an ancient warship
with a single row of 25 oars on each side (i.e., a single-banked boat), and of the
bireme (Ancient Greek: 6tjpn¢, diérés), a warship with two banks of oars, of
Phoenician origin. The word dieres does not appear until the Roman period.
According to Morrison and Williams, "It must be assumed the term pentekontor
covered the...

John Coates (naval architect)

1948 Morrison and Coates, John S. and John F. (1986). The Athenian Trireme: The
History And Reconstruction Of An Ancient Greek Warship. Cambridge, UK:

John Francis Coates, OBE (30 March 1922 - 10 July 2010) was a British naval
architect best known for his work on the study of construction of the Ancient Greek
trireme. His research led to the construction of the first working replica of triremes,
the fastest and most devastating warship of Classical Mediterranean empires, and
gave a greater understanding of how they were built and used. He also carried out
research into the use of shipping in Northern Europe during the Bronze Age, in
particular the Ferriby Bronze Age boat and the Dover Boat.

Olympias (trireme)
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Olympias is a reconstruction of an ancient Athenian trireme and an important
example of experimental archaeology. It is also a commissioned ship in the Hellenic
Navy of Greece, the only commissioned vessel of its kind in any of the world's
navies.
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Warfare occurred throughout the history of Ancient Greece, from the Greek Dark
Ages onward. The Greek 'Dark Ages' drew to an end as a significant increase in
population allowed urbanized culture to be restored, which led to the rise of the city-
states (Poleis). These developments ushered in the period of Archaic Greece
(800-480 BC). They also restored the capability of organized warfare between these
Poleis (as opposed to small-scale raids to acquire livestock and grain, for example).
The fractious nature of Ancient Greek society seems to have made continuous
conflict on this larger scale inevitable.

Along with the rise of the city-states evolved a new style of warfare: the hoplite
phalanx. Hoplites were armored infantrymen, armed with spears and shields. Seen
in media, the phalanx was a formation...
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From the 4th century BC on, new types of oared warships appeared in the
Mediterranean Sea, superseding the trireme and transforming naval warfare. Ships
became increasingly large and heavy, including some of the largest wooden ships
hitherto constructed. These developments were spearheaded in the Hellenistic Near
East, but also to a large extent shared by the naval powers of the Western
Mediterranean, specifically Carthage and the Roman Republic. While the wealthy
successor kingdoms in the East built huge warships ("polyremes"), Carthage and
Rome, in the intense naval antagonism during the Punic Wars, relied mostly on
medium-sized vessels. At the same time, smaller naval powers employed an array of
small and fast craft, which were also used by the ubiquitous pirates. Following the
establishment...

Ancient warfare
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Ancient warfare is war that was conducted from the beginning of recorded history to
the end of the ancient period. The difference between prehistoric and ancient
warfare is more organization oriented than technology oriented. The development of
first city-states, and then empires, allowed warfare to change dramatically.
Beginning in Mesopotamia, states produced sufficient agricultural surplus. This
allowed full-time ruling elites and military commanders to emerge. While the bulk of
military forces were still farmers, the society could portion off each year. Thus,
organized armies developed for the first time. These new armies were able to help
states grow in size and become increasingly centralized.

In Europe and the Near East, the end of antiquity is often equated with the Fall of
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Rome in...
Ships of ancient Rome
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Ancient Rome had a variety of ships that played crucial roles in its military, trade,
and transportation activities. Rome was preceded in the use of the sea by other
ancient, seafaring civilizations of the Mediterranean. The galley was a long, narrow,
highly maneuverable ship powered by oarsmen, sometimes stacked in multiple
levels such as biremes or triremes, and many of which also had sails. Initial efforts of
the Romans to construct a war fleet were based on copies of Carthaginian warships.
In the Punic wars in the mid-third century BC, the Romans were at first outclassed

by Carthage at sea, but by 256 BC had drawn even and fought the wars to a
stalemate. In 55 BC Julius Caesar used warships and transport ships to invade
Britain. Numerous types of transport ships were used to carry foodstuffs...
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Ivlia (bireme) is @ modern reconstruction of an ancient Greek rowing warship (galley)
with oars at two levels, and is an example of experimental archaeology. Between
1989 and 1994, this vessel undertook six international historical and geographical
expeditions, tracing the route of the ancient seafarers.

Battle of Salamis

Coates, J.F. &amp; Rankov, B.R. (2000) The Athenian Trireme: The History and
Reconstruction of an Ancient Greek Warship Second Edition. Cambridge: CUP
(ISBN 978-0521564564)

The Battle of Salamis ( SAL-a-miss) was a naval battle fought in 480 BC, between an
alliance of Greek city-states under Themistocles, and the Achaemenid Empire under
King Xerxes. It resulted in a victory for the outnumbered Greeks.

The battle was fought in the straits between the mainland and Salamis, an island in
the Saronic Gulf near Athens, and marked the high point of the second Persian
invasion of Greece. It was arguably the largest naval battle of the ancient world, and
marked a turning point in the invasion.

To block the Persian advance, a small force of Greeks blocked the pass of
Thermopylae, while an Athenian-dominated allied navy engaged the Persian fleet in
the nearby straits of Artemisium. In the resulting Battle of Thermopylae, the
rearguard of the Greek force was annihilated...
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