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John O'Neill (July 17, 1933 - September 7, 2022) was an English sociologist, phenomenologist, and social theorist known for his
writings on critical social theory, philosophy, political economy, literary theory, psychoanalysis, and mass culture. O’Neill was
the author, editor, and translator of over 30 books and hundreds of articles, many of which have been translated into French,
German, Japanese, and Mandarin. O’Neill's work focuses on the notion of corporeal knowledge and embodiment as mediated by
familial relationships and social welfare. O’Neill was Distinguished Professor of Sociology at York University (Emeritus), where
he also co-founded the Programme in Social and Political Thought in 1972.

O'Neill was founder of the Communications and Culture Joint Programme at York and Ryerson University...
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Jacques Derrida (; French: [3ak deridal; born Jackie Elie Derrida; 15 July 1930 - 9 October 2004) was a French Algerian
philosopher. He developed the philosophy of deconstruction, which he utilized in a number of his texts, and which was
developed through close readings of the linguistics of Ferdinand de Saussure and Husserlian and Heideggerian phenomenology.
He is one of the major figures associated with post-structuralism and postmodern philosophy although he distanced himself
from post-structuralism and disavowed the word "postmodernity".

During his career, Derrida published over 40 books, together with hundreds of essays and public presentations. He has had a
significant influence on the humanities and social sciences, including philosophy, literature, law, anthropology, historiography...
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Slavoj Zizek ( SLAH-voy ZHEE-zhek; Slovene: ['sla:0dj '3i:35k]; born 21 March 1949) is a Slovenian neo-Marxist philosopher,
cultural theorist and public intellectual.

Zizek is the international director of the Birkbeck Institute for the Humanities at the University of London, Global Distinguished
Professor of German at New York University, professor of philosophy and psychoanalysis at the European Graduate School and
senior researcher at the Institute for Sociology and Philosophy at the University of Ljubljana. He primarily works on continental
philosophy (particularly Hegelianism, psychoanalysis and Marxism) and political theory, as well as film criticism and theology.

Zizek is the most famous associate of the Ljubljana School of Psychoanalysis, a group of Slovenian academics working on
German...
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Martin Heidegger (German: ['masti:n 'hardege]; 26 September 1889 - 26 May 1976) was a German philosopher known for
contributions to phenomenology, hermeneutics, and existentialism. His work covers a range of topics including metaphysics,
art, Religion, and language.

In April 1933, Heidegger was elected as rector at the University of Freiburg and has been widely criticized for his membership
and support for the Nazi Party during his tenure. After World War Il he was dismissed from Freiburg and banned from teaching
after denazification hearings at Freiburg. There has been controversy about the relationship between his philosophy and
Nazism.

In Heidegger's first major text, Being and Time (1927), Dasein is introduced as a term for the type of being that humans
possess. Heidegger believed that...
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Jean Baudrillard (UK: , US: ; French: [3d bodkijar]; 27 July 1929 - 6 March 2007) was a French sociologist and philosopher with
an interest in cultural studies. He is best known for his analyses of media, contemporary culture, and technological
communication, as well as his formulation of concepts such as hyperreality. Baudrillard wrote about diverse subjects, including
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consumerism, critique of economy, social history, aesthetics, Western foreign policy, and popular culture. Among his most well-
known works are Seduction (1978), Simulacra and Simulation (1981), America (1986), and The Gulf War Did Not Take Place
(1991). His work is frequently associated with postmodernism and specifically post-structuralism. Nevertheless, Baudrillard had
also opposed post-structuralism, and had distanced himself...
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Jean-Francois Lyotard (; French: [3d fsGswa ljotak]; 10 August 1924 - 21 April 1998) was a French philosopher, sociologist, and
literary theorist. His interdisciplinary discourse spans such topics as epistemology and communication, the human body,
modern art and postmodern art, literature and critical theory, music, film, time and memory, space, the city and landscape, the
sublime, and the relation between aesthetics and politics. He is best known for his articulation of postmodernism after the late
1970s and the analysis of the impact of postmodernity on the human condition. Lyotard was a key personality in contemporary
continental philosophy and authored 26 books and many articles. He was a director of the International College of Philosophy
founded by Jacques Derrida, Francois Chatelet...
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Fredric Ruff Jameson (April 14, 1934 - September 22, 2024) was an American literary critic, philosopher and Marxist political
theorist. He was best known for his analysis of contemporary cultural trends, particularly his analysis of postmodernity and
capitalism. Jameson's best-known books include Postmodernism, or, The Cultural Logic of Late Capitalism (1991) and The
Political Unconscious (1981).

Jameson was the Knut Schmidt Nielsen Professor of Comparative Literature, Professor of Romance Studies (French), and
Director of the Institute for Critical Theory at Duke University. In 2012, the Modern Language Association gave Jameson its sixth
Award for Lifetime Scholarly Achievement.
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Judith Pamela Butler (born February 24, 1956) is an American feminist philosopher and gender studies scholar whose work has
influenced political philosophy, ethics, and the fields of third-wave feminism, queer theory, and literary theory.

In 1993, Butler joined the faculty in the Department of Rhetoric at the University of California, Berkeley, where they became the
Maxine Elliot Professor in the Department of Comparative Literature and the Program in Critical Theory in 1998. They also hold
the Hannah Arendt Chair at the European Graduate School (EGS).

Butler is best known for their books Gender Trouble: Feminism and the Subversion of Identity (1990) and Bodies That Matter:
On the Discursive Limits of Sex (1993), in which they challenge conventional, heteronormative notions of gender and develop...
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Hannah Arendt (born Johanna Arendt; 14 October 1906 - 4 December 1975) was a German and American historian and
philosopher. She was one of the most influential political theorists of the twentieth century.

Her works cover a broad range of topics, but she is best known for those dealing with the nature of wealth, power, fame, and
evil, as well as politics, direct democracy, authority, tradition, and totalitarianism. She is also remembered for the controversy
surrounding the trial of Adolf Eichmann, for her attempt to explain how ordinary people become actors in totalitarian systems,
which was considered by some an apologia, and for the phrase "the banality of evil." Her name appears in the names of
journals, schools, scholarly prizes, humanitarian prizes, think-tanks, and streets; appears on...
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Jules Isaac (18 November 1877 in Rennes - 6 September 1963 in Aix-en-Provence) was "a well known and highly respected
Jewish historian in France with an impressive career in the world of education" by the time World War Il began.

Internationally, Isaac was most well known for his tireless work after the Second World War in the field of Jewish-Christian
relations, starting with his book Jésus et Israél, which was written during the war and made him a protagonist in the Seelisberg
Conference of 1947, culminating in his decisive key role in the origin of the groundbreaking declaration Nostra Aetate during
the Second Vatican Council. In the 1950s, Isaac had an international reputation for his work in Christian and Jewish relations.
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