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The Catechism of the Catholic Church (Latin: Catechismus Catholicae
Ecclesiae; commonly called the Catechism or the CCC) is a reference
work that summarizes the Catholic Church's doctrine. It was
promulgated by Pope John Paul II in 1992 as a reference for the
development of local catechisms, directed primarily to those (in the
church) responsible for catechesis and offered as "useful reading for
all other Christian faithful". It has been translated into and published
in more than twenty languages worldwide.

John Paul II referred to it as "the Catechism of the Second Vatican
Council".
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needed] Only two &quot;universal&quot; catechisms have been
promulgated by the popes of the Catholic Church: The Catechism of
the Council of Trent (1566), written chiefly

A catechism ( ; from Ancient Greek: κατηχέω, "to teach orally") is a
summary or exposition of doctrine and serves as a learning
introduction to the Sacraments traditionally used in catechesis, or
Christian religious teaching of children and adult converts. Catechisms
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are doctrinal manuals – often in the form of questions followed by
answers to be memorised – a format that has been used in non-
religious or secular contexts as well.

The term catechumen refers to the designated recipient of the
catechetical work or instruction. In the Catholic Church, catechumens
are those who are preparing to receive the Sacrament of Baptism.
Traditionally, they would be placed separately during Holy Mass from
those who had been baptized, and would be dismissed from the
liturgical assembly before the Profession...

Sacraments of the Catholic Church

in the Sentences by Peter Lombard, and these seven were confirmed
by the Fourth Council of the Lateran in 1215. The Catechism of the
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There are seven sacraments of the Catholic Church, which according
to Catholic theology were instituted by Jesus Christ and entrusted to
the Church. Sacraments are visible rites seen as signs and efficacious
channels of the grace of God to all those who receive them with the
proper disposition.

The sacraments are often classified into three categories: the
sacraments of initiation (into the Catholic Church and the mystical
body of Christ), consisting of Baptism, Confirmation, and the Eucharist;
the sacraments of healing, consisting of the Sacrament of Penance
and the Anointing of the Sick; and the sacraments of service: Holy
Orders and Matrimony. Furthermore, Baptism and penance were also
known as the "sacraments of the dead" (in the meaning that the souls
of the sinners which are regarded...

Catholic Church

dioceses. The name Catholic Church for the whole church is used in
the Catechism of the Catholic Church (1990) and the Code of Canon
Law (1983). &quot;Catholic Church&quot;

The Catholic Church (Latin: Ecclesia Catholica), also known as the
Roman Catholic Church, is the largest Christian church, with 1.27 to
1.41 billion baptized Catholics worldwide as of 2025. It is among the
world's oldest and largest international institutions and has played a
prominent role in the history and development of Western civilization.
The Church consists of 24 sui iuris (autonomous) churches, including
the Latin Church and 23 Eastern Catholic Churches, which comprise
almost 3,500 dioceses and eparchies around the world, each overseen
by one or more bishops. The pope, who is the bishop of Rome, is the
chief pastor of the church.
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The core beliefs of Catholicism are found in the Nicene Creed. The
Catholic Church teaches that it is the one, holy, catholic and apostolic
church founded...

Catholic theology

Church published the official Catechism of the Catholic Church. The
Catholic Church understands the living tradition of the church to
contain its doctrine

Catholic theology is the understanding of Catholic doctrine or
teachings, and results from the studies of theologians. It is based on
canonical scripture, and sacred tradition, as interpreted authoritatively
by the magisterium of the Catholic Church. This article serves as an
introduction to various topics in Catholic theology, with links to where
fuller coverage is found.

Major teachings of the Catholic Church discussed in the early councils
of the church are summarized in various creeds, especially the Nicene
(Nicene-Constantinopolitan) Creed and the Apostles' Creed. Since the
16th century the church has produced catechisms which summarize
its teachings; in 1992, the Catholic Church published the official
Catechism of the Catholic Church.

The Catholic Church understands the living tradition...

Confirmation in the Catholic Church

Communion. The Catechism of the Catholic Church states: It is evident
from its celebration that the effect of the sacrament of Confirmation is
the special

Confirmation in the Catholic Church is one of the seven sacraments. It
is also one of the three sacraments of initiation into the Catholic
Church, the other two being Baptism and First Communion.
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A Catechism of Christian Doctrine, Prepared and Enjoined by Order of
the Third Council of Baltimore, or simply the Baltimore Catechism, was
the national Catholic catechism for children in the United States,
based on Robert Bellarmine's 1614 Small Catechism. The first such
catechism written for Catholics in North America, it was the standard
Catholic school text in the country from 1885 to the late 1960s. From
its publication, however, there were calls to revise it, and many other
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catechisms were used during this period. It was officially replaced by
the United States Catholic Catechism for Adults in 2004, based on the
revised universal Catechism of the Catholic Church.

In response to a personal copyright taken out by Bishop John
Lancaster Spalding, various editions include annotations or other...

Youcat

Catechism of the Catholic Church, also styled as YOUCAT, is a 2011
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Catechism of

Youcat, short for Youth Catechism of the Catholic Church, also styled
as YOUCAT, is a 2011 publication that aims to be an aid for youth to
better understand the Catechism of the Catholic Church. The book,
presented in the form of questions and answers, is intended for use by
Catholic youths around the world and is available in 25 languages,
including Arabic and Chinese. Youcat is based on the Catechism of the
Catholic Church and the Compendium of the Catechism of the Catholic
Church (2005). The catechism has 304 pages and consists of four
chapters with 527 questions and answers.

The guide, whose foreword was written by Pope Benedict XVI, was
authored by Cardinal Christoph Schönborn and others. Approximately
700,000 copies of Youcat were distributed in thirteen different
languages on behalf...

Ordination of women and the Catholic Church

deacons. The teaching of the Catholic Church on ordination, as
expressed in the 1983 Code of Canon Law, the Catechism of the
Catholic Church, and Ordinatio

In the liturgical traditions of the Catholic Church, the term ordination
refers to the means by which a person is included in one of the holy
orders of bishops, priests, or deacons. The teaching of the Catholic
Church on ordination, as expressed in the 1983 Code of Canon Law,
the Catechism of the Catholic Church, and Ordinatio sacerdotalis (an
apostolic letter), is that only a Catholic male validly receives
ordination (ex opere operato), and "that the Church has no authority
whatsoever to confer priestly ordination on women and that this
judgment is to be definitively held by all the Church's faithful." In other
words, the male priesthood is not considered by the church a matter
of policy but an unalterable requirement of God. As with priests and
bishops, the church ordains only men as deacons...
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