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Google Maps

&quot;Google is probably logging your location, step by step, via Google Maps&quot;, and linked users to
Google&#039;s location history map, which &quot;lets you see the path

Google Maps is a web mapping platform and consumer application developed by Google. It offers satellite imagery,
aerial photography, street maps, 360° interactive panoramic views of streets (Street View), real-time traffic conditions,
and route planning for traveling by foot, car, bike, air (in beta) and public transportation. As of 2020, Google Maps was
being used by over one billion people every month around the world.

Google Maps began as a C++ desktop program developed by brothers Lars and Jens Rasmussen, Stephen Ma and Noel
Gordon in Australia at Where 2 Technologies. In October 2004, the company was acquired by Google, which converted it
into a web application. After additional acquisitions of a geospatial data visualization company and a real-time traffic
analyzer, Google Maps was launched...

Ursula K. Le Guin

to historian Charles Le Guin. She began writing full-time in the late 1950s, and she achieved major critical and
commercial success with the novels A

Ursula Kroeber Le Guin ( KROH-bar loa GWIN; née Kroeber; October 21, 1929 - January 22, 2018) was an American
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author. She is best known for her works of speculative fiction, including science fiction works set in her Hainish
universe, and the Earthsea fantasy series. Her work was first published in 1959, and her literary career spanned nearly
sixty years, producing more than twenty novels and more than a hundred short stories, in addition to poetry, literary
criticism, translations, and children's books. Frequently described as an author of science fiction, Le Guin has also been
called a "major voice in American Letters". Le Guin said that she would prefer to be known as an "American novelist".

Le Guin was born in Berkeley, California, to author Theodora Kroeber and anthropologist Alfred Louis...
How to Train Your Dragon 2

How to Train Your Dragon 2 is a 2014 American animated fantasy film loosely based on the book series by Cressida
Cowell. Produced by DreamWorks Animation

How to Train Your Dragon 2 is a 2014 American animated fantasy film loosely based on the book series by Cressida
Cowell. Produced by DreamWorks Animation and written and directed by Dean DeBlois, it is the second installment in
the How to Train Your Dragon trilogy. Jay Baruchel, Gerard Butler, Craig Ferguson, America Ferrera, Jonah Hill,
Christopher Mintz-Plasse, T.J. Miller, and Kristen Wiig reprise their roles from the first film, and are joined by new cast
members Cate Blanchett, Djimon Hounsou, and Kit Harington. Set five years after the events of the first film, the film
follows 20-year-old Hiccup and his friends as they encounter Valka, Hiccup's long-lost mother, and Drago Bludvist, a
madman who wants to conquer the world by use of a dragon army.

A sequel to How to Train Your Dragon was...
Dune (novel)

science fiction novel by American author Frank Herbert, originally published as two separate serials (1963-64 novel
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Dune World and 1965 novel Prophet of Dune)

Dune is a 1965 epic science fiction novel by American author Frank Herbert, originally published as two separate serials
(1963-64 novel Dune World and 1965 novel Prophet of Dune) in Analog magazine. It tied with Roger Zelazny's This
Immortal for the Hugo Award for Best Novel and won the inaugural Nebula Award for Best Novel in 1966. It is the first
installment of the Dune Chronicles. It is one of the world's best-selling science fiction novels.

Dune is set in the distant future in a feudal interstellar society, descended from terrestrial humans, in which various
noble houses control planetary fiefs. It tells the story of young Paul Atreides, whose family reluctantly accepts the
stewardship of the planet Arrakis. While the planet is an inhospitable and sparsely populated desert wasteland, it...

J. K. Rowling

by her pen name J. K. Rowling, is a British novelist and author of Harry Potter, a seven-volume series about a young
wizard. Published from 1997 to 2007

Joanne Rowling ( ROH-ling; born 31 July 1965), known by her pen name J. K. Rowling, is a British novelist and author of
Harry Potter, a seven-volume series about a young wizard. Published from 1997 to 2007, the fantasy novels have sold
over 600 million copies, been translated into 84 languages, and spawned a global media franchise including films and
video games. She writes Cormoran Strike, an ongoing crime fiction series, under the alias Robert Galbraith.

Born in Yate, Gloucestershire, Rowling was working as a researcher and bilingual secretary for Amnesty International in
1990 when she conceived the idea for the Harry Potter series. The seven-year period that followed saw the death of her
mother, the birth of her first child, divorce from her first husband, and relative poverty until the...

A Game of Thrones
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A Game of Thrones is an epic fantasy novel by American author George R. R. Martin. It was published in August 1996 as
the first entry in his series A Song

A Game of Thrones is an epic fantasy novel by American author George R. R. Martin. It was published in August 1996 as
the first entry in his series A Song of Ice and Fire. It was Martin's fourth novel and his return to writing prose fiction
after a long period working in television. He had the initial idea in 1991 while writing science fiction; he wrote a hundred
pages and submitted them to his agent, originally planning the novel as a trilogy.

A Game of Thrones is narrated in third person, with each chapter alternating between eight narrators who sometimes
provide unreliable accounts. In the Seven Kingdoms of Westeros, House Stark and House Lannister influence the
political fate of the continent. In Westeros' far north, an illegitimate son of House Stark joins a group maintaining a
giant...

Jonathan Strange & Mr Norrell

Jonathan Strange &amp; Mr Norrell is the debut novel by British writer Susanna Clarke. Published in 2004, it is an
alternative history set in 19th-century

Jonathan Strange & Mr Norrell is the debut novel by British writer Susanna Clarke. Published in 2004, it is an
alternative history set in 19th-century England around the time of the Napoleonic Wars. Its premise is that magic once
existed in England and has returned with two men: Gilbert Norrell and Jonathan Strange. Centred on the relationship
between these two men, the novel investigates the nature of "Englishness" and the boundaries between reason and
unreason, Anglo-Saxon and Anglo-Dane, and Northern and Southern English cultural tropes/stereotypes. It has been
described as a fantasy novel, an alternative history, and a historical novel. It inverts the Industrial Revolution conception
of the North-South divide in England: in this book the North is romantic and magical, rather than rational...
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Frank Herbert

Literature Map Frank Herbert biography at the Encyclopedia of Science Fiction Arabic and Islamic themes in Frank
Herbert&#039;s Dune novels Study by Tim O&#039;Reilly

Franklin Patrick Herbert Jr. (October 8, 1920 - February 11, 1986) was an American science-fiction author, best known
for his 1965 novel Dune and its five sequels. He also wrote short stories and worked as a newspaper journalist,
photographer, book reviewer, ecological consultant, and lecturer.

Dune is the best-selling science fiction novel of all time, and the series is a classic of the science-fiction genre. The series
has been adapted numerous times, including the feature film David Lynch's Dune (1984), the miniseries Frank Herbert's
Dune (2000) and Children of Dune (2003), and a motion picture trilogy currently in production, with Denis Villeneuve's
Dune (2021) and Dune: Part Two (2024) having been released.

Kindred (novel)

Kindred (1979) is a novel by American writer Octavia E. Butler that incorporates time travel and is modeled on slave
narratives. Widely popular, it has

Kindred (1979) is a novel by American writer Octavia E. Butler that incorporates time travel and is modeled on slave
narratives. Widely popular, it has frequently been chosen as a text by community-wide reading programs and book
organizations, and for high school and college courses.

The book is the first-person account of a young African-American writer, Dana, who is repeatedly transported in time
from her Los Angeles home in 1976 with her white husband to an early 19th-century Maryland plantation outside Easton.
There she meets some of her ancestors, including Alice, a free Black woman, and Rufus, a white planter who forces Alice
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into slavery and concubinage. As Dana stays for longer periods in the past, she becomes enmeshed in the plantation
community. Dana makes hard choices to survive...

Greyhawk

factors that contributed to the success of the Dragonlance setting when it was published in 1984 was a series of
concurrent novels by Tracy Hickman and Margaret

Greyhawk, also known as the World of Greyhawk, is a fictional world designed as a campaign setting for the Dungeons &
Dragons fantasy roleplaying game. Although not the first campaign world developed for Dungeons & Dragons—Dave
Arneson's Blackmoor campaign predated it by about a year—the world of Greyhawk closely identified with early
development of the game beginning in 1972, and after being published it remained associated with Dungeons & Dragons
publications until 2008.

The world itself started as simply a dungeon under a castle designed by Gary Gygax for the amusement of his children
and friends, but it was rapidly expanded to include not only a complex multi-layered dungeon environment, but also the
nearby city of Greyhawk, and eventually an entire world. In addition to the campaign world...
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